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MANAGING AN UPHEAVAL:  
ON UNIVERSAL VACCINATION 

Universal vaccination is a necessary goal, but India is nowhere near achieving it 
 

 A combination of panic, public pressure and comprehension of the magnitude of the crisis that 
India is in seems to have prompted the Centre to authorise vaccines to anyone above 18 and give 
States more control over procurement. This is despite the problems in scaling up production, and in 
the supply and management of vaccines amid the surge in cases. The step could not have been easy to 
take. For one, the processes initiated by the government in early January to expand India’s 
manufacturing capacity were under the assumption that it would be at least August before vaccines 
could be fully opened up for all. In December, it was announced that India’s priority would be to fully 
inoculate 300 million of the most vulnerable. Given that about 127 million doses have been 
administered, including a section of those above 45 without underlying health conditions, around 17 
million have been fully inoculated — or about 5% of the intended beneficiaries. At the optimistic rate 
of three million doses a day, it would take at least 260 days from today for every adult to get at least a 
single shot. 
 
 Eight months ago, India had begun a decline in daily infections to the extent that by January, 
India’s leadership itself — going by its own policy actions — believed that a devastating second wave 
was unlikely. There is no other explanation why India, following the example of the U.S. and the U.K., 
did not tie up orders to inoculate most of its adults within this year. India also applied different 
standards: waiving critical trials for Covaxin, but having stringent requirements for foreign companies. 
The supply lines are thus inadequate. The second wave, the hospitalisation and medical-oxygen crisis, 
have derailed all previously laid out plans. Opening up vaccines for all on May 1 and letting States 
negotiate deals with manufacturers does sound like the government is ‘listening to the people’, but 
given the background of supply constraints until June, there is a likelihood that the story of ‘vaccine 
shortage’ will surface more acutely. Leading international vaccinators such as Pfizer and Moderna have 
supply commitments already tied up and it is unclear if merely the policy move of liberalising vaccine 
supply will leave States in India with the finances and negotiating power to procure enough stocks of 
vaccines. Moreover, given that this is the hottest month in India, lockdowns are resurfacing in cities, 
and no end is in sight for the second wave, the logistics of administration will continue to be 
challenging. It was always going to be impossible to rapidly inoculate a nation of a billion. But chaos 
and confusion, which now seem inevitable, could have been averted with some foresight and 
planning. Pragmatism and preparedness should replace hope that runs on nothing more than hype. 
 

DEFINITIONS: 
 
 upheaval (noun) – disruption, turmoil, 

disorder, chaos, mayhem. 
 universal (adjective) – relating to all people; 

all-inclusive, all-embracing, comprehensive, 
general/common. 

 vaccination (noun) – treatment with a 
vaccine to protect against a particular 
disease; immunization. 

 nowhere near (phrase) – not at all. 
 comprehension (noun) – understanding, 

apprehension, awareness, perception, 
discernment. 

 magnitude (noun) – intensity, importance of 
something; extent. 

 prompt (verb) – induce, cause, motivate, 
persuade, encourage, impel, urge. 

 authorise (verb) – approve, endorse, 
permit/allow. 

 vaccine (noun) – a biological preparation that 
improves immunity to a particular disease. 

 procurement (noun) – the action of 
procuring/purchasing something. 

 scale up (phrasal verb) – increase, expand, 
augment; step up.  

 amid (preposition) – in the middle of, 
surrounded by; during. 

 surge (noun) – sudden increase or rise/jump 
of something. 
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 for one (phrase) – used for highlighting that 
someone is thinking in a particular way, even 
if other people are not. 

 assumption (noun) – premise, belief, thought, 
notion. 

 open up (phrasal verb) – make something 
available/accessible. 

 inoculate (verb) – to inject/introduce a 
vaccine into the body of someone to produce 
immunity to a particular disease; immunize, 
vaccinate. 

 vulnerable (adjective) – relating to a 
weak/neglected person who is in need of 
special care/support/protection; ill-protected, 
easily affected by, prone to, at risk of. 

 given (preposition) – considering, taking into 
account, bearing in mind. 

 dose (noun) – the recommended amount/ 
quantity of something (drug/medicine) to be 
taken. 

 administer (verb) – dispense, provide, give, 
apply (a drug/vaccine). 

 section (noun) – group. 
 underlying (adjective) – critical; suppressed, 

unrevealed, undisclosed, concealed 
(underlying health conditions include 
diabetes, heart disease, obesity, cancer, 
kidney disease & etc.). 

 intended (adjective) – planned, considered, 
calculated. 

 beneficiary (noun) – recipient, receiver. 
 optimistic (adjective) – reassuring, 

favourable, encouraging, promising (but, 
unrealistically high rate). 

 to the extent that (phrase) – used to 
emphasize that a situation has reached a 
difficult stage. 

 go by (phrase) – observe, conform to, follow, 
be guided by. 

 devastating (adjective) – destructive, ruinous, 
disastrous. 

 unlikely (adjective) – unexpected, not likely 
to occur; doubtful, implausible, improbable. 

 tie up (phrasal verb) – finalize, conclude, 
complete, settle, secure something (a 
business deal). 

 waive (verb) – drop, disregard, ignore, set 
aside, forgo. 

 trial (noun) – test, pilot study, experiment 
(phase 1, 2,3, and or human/clinical trial). 

 Covaxin (noun) – India’s first indigenous 
COVID-19 vaccine candidate (COVAXIN) 
developed by a Hyderabad-based company 

(Bharat Biotech) in collaboration with the 
ICMR (The Indian Council of Medical 
Research). 

 stringent (adjective) – strict, severe, extreme, 
rigorous. 

 hospitalisation (noun) – the act of taking (or) 
admitting someone to (or) in hospital for 
treatment. 

 derail (verb) – obstruct, interrupt, 
impede/thwart. 

 lay out (phrasal verb) – outline, frame, draft, 
draw up, formulate. 

 laid out (adjective) – outlined, framed, 
formulated. 

 sound (verb) – look like, seem, appear. 
 background (noun) – circumstances, context, 

conditions, situation. 
 constraint (noun) – restriction, limitation, 

restraint. 
 likelihood (noun) – probability, chance, 

possibility. 
 surface (verb) – emerge, appear, come to 

light, become visible. 
 acutely (adverb) – extremely, seriously. 
 vaccinator (noun) – a person/agent who 

administers vaccines. 
 candidate vaccine BNT162b2 (noun) – mRNA-

based vaccine candidate produced by Pfizer 
and BioNTech. 

 candidate vaccine mRNA-1273 (noun) – 
mRNA-1273 is an mRNA vaccine candidate 
which was co-developed by Moderna and 
investigators from NIAID’s Vaccine Research 
Center. 

 liberalise (verb) – to make something 
(regulations/norms) less strict. 

 procure (verb) – buy, purchase. 
 moreover (adverb) – besides, furthermore, in 

addition. 
 lockdown (noun) – an emergency protocol 

implemented by the authorities that prevents 
people from leaving from a place; An 
extended state of 
confinement/encirclement/isolation of a 
person by the authority. 

 resurface (verb) – reappear, reemerge, 
return, recur, come out again, arise again. 

 in sight (phrase) – near at hand, close to 
being realized; visible, noticeable. 

 logistics (noun) – the process of planning & 
executing a complex operation; organization, 
planning, management, arrangement. 
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 chaos (noun) – disorder, disarray, turmoil, 
disorganization, disruption. 

 inevitable (adjective) – unavoidable, 
unpreventable, certain. 

 avert (verb) – prevent, stop, avoid. 
 foresight (noun) – anticipation, planning, 

forethought, forward planning. 
 pragmatism (noun) – common sense, realism, 

matter-of-factness. 

 preparedness (noun) – readiness. 
 run on (phrasal verb) – be preoccupied with, 

be concerned with, dwell on, focus on, 
revolve around, centre around, be dominated 
by. 

 hype (noun) – publicity, advertising, 
promotion, propaganda. 

*********************************************************************************** 
 

A LEAGUE OF THEIR OWN:  
ON EUROPE'S BIGGEST FOOTBALL CLUBS 

European clubs, accountable only to investors, are looking for profit and ignoring fans 
 

 The decision by 12 of Europe’s biggest football clubs to unveil a plan to launch The Super 
League, a multi-billion-dollar tournament to be played largely among a closed group of 20 teams has 
thrown the European game into turmoil. Manchester United, Manchester City, Liverpool, Arsenal, 
Chelsea and Tottenham Hotspur from England, Real Madrid, Barcelona and Atletico Madrid from 
Spain, and Juventus, Internazionale and AC Milan from Italy have come together for an initiative “to 
put the game on a sustainable footing”. But the principal aim seems to be to upend the Champions 
League, the crown jewel among all competitions managed by European football’s governing body 
UEFA. That the announcement came just a day prior to UEFA announcing a reformatted Champions 
League starting from 2024 is no coincidence. The Super League will inevitably damage the domestic 
leagues in each of the countries. Currently, league positions decide who qualifies for the Champions 
League, whereas in the proposed competition, the permanent members are under no risk of missing 
out, and are guaranteed a steady stream of revenue. According to one report, each founding member 
is assured of a whopping $400 million in exchange for a mere commitment to establish a “sustainable 
financial foundation”. This certainly appeals to clubs struggling to balance their books in the wake of 
COVID-19.  
 
 This use of a football club as mere for-profit business is the crux. Traditionally, clubs 
considered themselves to be public-spirited entities. Meaningful competition among them was seen as 
a meritocratic exercise. But with leagues increasingly awash with hedge fund money and handouts 
from oligarchies, outfits are answerable more to investors and shareholders than actual supporters. In 
such a scenario, unpredictability can be anathema and the Super League seeks to eliminate that. 
Understandably, fans are displeased. Jurgen Klopp, Liverpool manager, even claimed to have been 
kept in the dark. UEFA, desperate to protect its turf, has threatened to bar Super League players from 
its flagship events like Euros. FIFA bemoaned a “closed league”, but stopped short of announcing 
sanctions. The Premier League, Spain’s La Liga and Italy’s Serie A are open to expelling teams, while 
British Prime Minister Boris Johnson has issued a stern warning. However, this is no endorsement of 
UEFA’s new Champions League format, in which the number of games has nearly doubled and the 
additional revenue is sure to skew the domestic leagues further in favour of a few teams. Juventus has 
won the Serie A nine times in a row; Bayern Munich (Germany) and Paris Saint-Germain (France), both 
of whom have not signed up for the Super League, have been equally dominant. None of this feels like 
competitive sport. European football needs a rethink.  
 

DEFINITIONS: 
 
 (in) a league of one’s own (phrase) – It refers 

to a person who is so good at what he/she 
does, and so they cannot be compared to 

others; be much better than the others; be 
far more superior than others. 
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 accountable (adjective) – responsible, liable, 
answerable; under the charge of, obeying, 
bound by. 

 look for (phrasal verb) – search for, try to 
find. 

 unveil (verb) – present, disclose, make public. 
 turmoil (noun) – disorder, turbulence, 

confusion, trouble, chaos. 
 put on (phrasal verb) – organize, stage, 

present, produce (an event). 
 sustainable (adjective) – reasonable, sensible, 

well-founded. 
 footing (noun) – foundation, support, basis. 
 upend (verb) – to affect/damage something 

completely/drastically. 
 Union of European Football Associations 

(UEFA) (noun) – the governing body of 
football in Europe. 

 coincidence (noun) – co-occurrence, 
coexistence. 

 inevitably (adverb) – unavoidably, certainly, 
definitely. 

 whereas (conjunction) – in comparison with 
the fact that. 

 miss out (phrasal verb) – omit, fail to include 
someone/something. 

 stream (noun) – flow. 
 whopping (adjective) – huge, massive, very 

large, substantial. 
 certainly (adverb) – surely, definitely, 

unquestionably. 
 appeal (verb) – be attractive to, be of interest 

to, tempt. 
 balance the books (phrase) – to regulate the 

finances. 
 in the wake of (phrase) – as a result of, in the 

aftermath of, as a consequence of. 
 for-profit (adjective) – lucrative, 

moneymaking, profitable/remunerative. 
 crux (noun) – essence, most important point, 

central point. 
 public-spirited (adjective) – charitable, 

humanitarian, community-minded. 
 entity (noun) – organization, institution, 

establishment. 
 meritocratic (adjective) – relating to the 

belief that rulers should be chosen for their 
superior abilities and not because of their 
wealth or birth. 

 awash (with) (adjective) – filled, flooded, 
overflowing, fraught, swamped, rife. 

 hedge fund (noun) – a pooled investment 
fund. 

 handout (noun) – aid, financial support. 
 oligarchy (noun) – a small group that controls 

the country & government. 
 outfit (noun) – team, squad. 
 scenario (noun) – situation, background, 

context. 
 unpredictability (noun) – changeability. 
 anathema (noun) – strong curse; someone or 

something that you strongly 
dislike/hate/oppose; abhorrence, 
abomination, detestation, aversion, 
antipathy. 

 seek (verb) – try to find, attempt. 
 displease (verb) – annoy, irritate, infuriate, 

anger. 
 keep in the dark (phrase) – unaware of, 

ignorant of, uninformed about. 
 desperate (adjective) – urgent, pressing, 

compelling, crying. 
 turf (noun) – area/sphere of influence, area 

of activity, sphere of activity, territory, 
domain. 

 bar (verb) – ban, forbid, prevent. 
 flagship (event) (noun) – the biggest, the 

best, the most important (event). 
 bemoan (verb) – express regret/sorrow 

about, complain about, express discontent. 
 stop short of (phrase) – balk at, shy away 

from, recoil from, draw back from. (“balk at” 
means “be unwilling to, be reluctant to, 
refuse to (do/accept something, because it is 
difficult, threatening, unpleasant, etc.”). 

 sanction (noun) – embargo, ban, prohibition. 
 expel (verb) – throw out, remove, oust. 
 stern (adjective) – strict, severe, stringent, 

tough. 
 endorsement (noun) – support, backing, 

approval. 
 skew (verb) – distort, misrepresent, change, 

alter. 
 in favour of (phrase) – in support of, to the 

advantage of, approve of. 
 sign up (phrasal verb) – engage in, involve in 

something officially (by enrolling). 
 rethink (noun) – reconsideration, re-

examination, reassessment, re-evaluation.  
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